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The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT),
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continued their collective efforts to help communities
improve access to affordable housing, increase transportation options, and lower transportation costs while
protecting the environment. Regional milestones and successes for the Partnership for Sustainable
Communities (PSC) between October and December 2013 include:

Communicating Successes

Region 8 continues to announce successful outcomes from a PSC roundtable held in Rifle, Colorado in March
2013. In October 2013, the city of Rifle completed the design for the highway which then received $5.6
million in Colorado Department of Transportation devolution funds. PSC members worked with Smart
Growth Conference organizers to feature Rifle, Colorado as a best practice in the Smart Growth Conference
on February 13 - 15, 2014 in Denver.

Coordinating Policies and Programs

Region 2 identified potential areas for collaboration between HUD Choice Neighborhoods Planning Grants,
HUD Community Needs Assessments, and EPA sustainability activities. The team reached out to a colleague
at the Department of Education (DOE) to discuss additional connections to the DOE Promise Neighborhoods
Planning Grants. Region 6 HUD has assumed responsibility as co-lead for the Middle Rio Grande Urban
Waters Federal Partnership (www.urbanwaters.gov). The initiative includes a restoration project to improve
water quality and reconnect the community to the Middle Rio Grande, development of the Southwest’s first
urban National Wildlife Refuge, and a pilot program for storm water permits in the region. The Urban
Waters Partnership also includes a sustainability project with HUD and the USDOT that is investing in the
Bridge Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Plan. This project identifies areas for redevelopment to transform
Bridge Boulevard into a mixed-use, pedestrian and transit friendly corridor that honors and maintains the
unique history and character of the community.

Supporting Communities

Regions 6 and 9 held PSC roundtable discussions during the quarter, bringing together stakeholders at the
Federal, state, and local levels to discuss project successes and challenges and identify ways that the PSC can
support sustainable communities. For example, a roundtable discussion in Phoenix, Arizona, highlighted best
practices for sustainability in urban and rural areas and addressed infill strategies aligned with the expansion
of the Phoenix light rail transit system and the Hopi Tribe’s planned “new-town” development incorporating
green building systems.
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Region 1 —Continued assistance to communities in preparing for natural hazards and the
impacts of climate change as part of the Region 1 Resiliency Workgroup.

Region 2 — Coordinated interagency support for grantee projects and programs in the region,
including those related to HUD Choice Neighborhoods grants.

Region 4 —Participated in the Atlanta Manufacturing Community Roundtable to promote public-
private and intergovernmental partnerships focused on revitalization of Atlanta’s Southside for
a resurgence of manufacturing jobs.

Region 5 — Developed a report on best practices for environmentally friendly demolition and
produced a related fact sheet illustrating connections between EPA, HUD, and other Federal
partners.

Region 6 —Hosted a roundtable discussion in Little Rock, Arkansas, to discuss ongoing
redevelopment efforts and PSC support.

Region 7 —Identified opportunities to use HUD programs to strengthen community partnerships
and resources in support of the OneSTL Plan, a regional framework for sustainable development
in St. Louis, Missouri, developed by the East-West Gateway Council of Governments through a
three-year community-based planning process.

Region 8 ~Worked with FEMA on recovery efforts related to Colorado floods.

Region 9 —Hosted a roundtable discussion entitled “Sustainability and the Los Angeles River” in
Los Angeles. The event focused on improving access and economic development opportunities
in the Los Angeles River planning area, and on expanding community participation.

Region 10 — Partnered with the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians and the Energy Innovation
Foundation to host a tribal comprehensive planning and project development workshop in
Shelton, Washington. The event provided a forum for tribal members to share best practices,
receive technical assistance, discuss community planning and sustainable project development
needs, and provide feedback to Federal agencies.






